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MINUTES 
TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RTAC) 

Five County Association of Governments 

1070 W 1600 S Bldg B, St George UT 

 

Wednesday, January 6, 2010 at 2:00 pm 

 

  MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:   REPRESENTING:   

  Mr. Arthur LeBaron    Hurricane City 

  Mr. Kyle Gubler    LaVerkin City 

  Mr. Drake Howell    Leeds Town 

  Mr. Daren Cottam    Toquerville City 

  Mr. Todd Edwards    Washington County 

 

  OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: 

  Ms. Toni Foran (by telephone)  Hurricane City 

  Mr. Mike Heaps    Horrocks Engineers 

  Ms. Rachelle Ehlert    Washington County Assistant Attorney 

Ms. Doni Pack     Five County Assoc. of Governments 

  Mr. Curt Hutchings    Five County Assoc. of Governments 

   

 

I. WELCOME AND QUORUM STATUS   

Chair Arthur LeBaron was not present at the beginning of the meeting. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Drake Howell, seconded by 

Mr. Daren Cottam, to designate Mr. Kyle Gubler  

as Chair Pro Temp for the meeting.  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

 

II. HORROCKS DISCUSSION – Travel Demand Model Measurement of Effectiveness Analysis 

Mr. Mike Heaps joined the group to discuss an RPO Projects 2035 Effectiveness Analysis.   

RTAC Committee members were able to provide more detail on proposed project corridors.  

Mr. Curt Hutchings offered to provide some baseline estimated costs.  With this additional 

information on corridors and costs, Mr. Mike Heaps said Horrocks can improve the 

Measurement of Effectiveness (MOE) modeling for the RPO projects. 
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Mr. Heaps suggested meeting together and going over the model – demonstrating how it 

works and verifying land use designations.  Committee members and Mr. Hutchings agreed 

that such a meeting should be scheduled.    

 

 

III. COUNTY ACCESS MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT 

Ms. Rachelle Ehlert from the Washington County Attorney’s Office shared concerns of 

County Lead Civil Attorney Dave Patterson, and also Ron Whitehead, the Washington 

County Public Works Director.  The first concern is with paragraph 3 of the Agreement: 

 

“RPO Members agree that: 

3.  Every new development (or addition or redevelopment) proposal submitted to the 

Jurisdiction, which generates 100 or more trips during the morning or afternoon peak 

hours or which will have a significant impact on the Jurisdiction’s transportation system 

as determined by the Jurisdiction’s Engineer, will include a traffic impact study (TIS); “    

  

The County wonders if the Traffic Impact Study (TIS) requirement could create a significant 

cost for a developer.  A secondary concern is that the 100 trips per day standard would 

include basically all new developments.  The County leaders want to avoid additional costs 

to developers. 

 

Mr. Todd Edwards informed the Committee that the County just recently adopted new 

County Construction Standards.  These standards include the same requirements as 

paragraph 3 in the Access Management Agreement.  Mr. Edwards went on to explain what 

amount of traffic falls under the standard of 100 trips per day.  This is actually the lowest 

standard of three levels commonly used by communities to determine the traffic impact 

costs of new development.  These standards can be found in the County Construction 

Standards, Section 3.9.2 Traffic Impact Studies. 

 

The second County concern is whether this standard might require counties or cities to 

change their subdivision ordinances which, according to State land use law would require a 

public hearing notice process.  Mr. Drake Howell shared that the Town of Leeds and other 

communities have included the TIS requirement in their construction or design standards 

and there is no impact on their subdivision ordinances or on State land use authority 

statutes. 

 

Mr. Edwards and Mr. Hutchings suggested that they could meet with the appropriate 

parties and discuss the issues addressed today and see if these concerns can be alleviated 

or resolved.  
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Ms. Toni Foran suggested that if the County continues to want changes, then the issue 

should be returned to the Rural Transportation Executive Council, rather than back to the 

RTAC.  Committee members agreed. 

 

  

IV. FUTURE ARRA PROJECTS DISCUSSION 

Mr. Arthur LeBaron arrived at approximately 2:30 pm.  Mr. Gubler then turned over the 

responsibility of Chair to Mr. LeBaron.  

 

Mr. Hutchings informed the Committee there is a possibility of additional federal funds 

becoming available similar to the American Recovery and Reimbursement Act.  HR 2847, 

the “Jobs for Main Street Act” was passed by the House in mid-December and would make 

$37.3 billion available to various transportation services.  If the Senate approves the bill, it 

would be advantageous for the RPO to be prepared with priority suggestions for the Utah 

Department of Transportation (UDOT).  With only 90 days to be under contract, it would be 

a challenge to do a project other than maintenance, but the purpose of the money is to 

create jobs.  Mr. Hutchings just wanted the RPO communities to be aware and prepared. 

 

For projects requiring an Environmental Assessment, there is the possibility of falling under  

an exclusion called a Categorical Exclusion or “Cat X”.  Otherwise there is not enough time 

to do any projects that have not already received environmental clearance. 

 

RPO staff will keep RTAC members informed regarding progress on this issue. 

 

 

V. LOGO 

Ms. Doni Pack distributed a number of RPO logo ideas to the group.  Committee members 

gave feedback on their preferences.  Mr. LeBaron offered to take the favorite ideas and give 

them to an associate who works very well with graphics.  Mr. LeBaron will submit some 

options to the Committee in the near future.  Ms. Pack suggested that after agreeing on a 

logo, it would be good to create an RPO website. 

 

 

VI. OTHER/FUTURE TOPICS 

A. The next regular meeting is scheduled for March 25, at 1:30 pm to be held at the 

  LaVerkin City Hall.  

 

 

VII. ADJOURN 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 pm. 


